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FROM THE 


HE Romans celebrated May Day 

with flower-decked parades; the Eng- 
lish with flowers, Maypoles and a queen. 
Alabama librarians will celebrate May 
Day this year by beginning their annual 
conference in Huntsville, Alabama. Some 
think that the month of May was named 
for Maia, the Roman goddess of spring 
and growth. The Alabama Library As- 
sociation has a program planned for you 
which will be in keeping with the god- 
dess herself, a program which will af- 
ford us an opportunity for new thoughts, 
new life and professional growth. Won't 
you join us in this our special celebra- 
tion on May Day? 

I would like to ask each of you to 
help with the Huntsville meeting. The 
program appears elsewhere in this issue 
of The Alabama Librarian, and the Local 
Arrangements Committee, with Mrs. Eliz- 
abeth Beamguard as Chairman, is mak- 
ing extensive plans to see that our stay 
in Huntsville is enjoyable. No matter 
how excellent the program, nor how un- 
usual the affairs planned by the local Ar- 
rangements Committee, the meeting can- 
not be successful unless each one does 
his part to make it so. Each can make 
other librarians feel that they belong 
and that we are glad they came. This is 
especially important to those who are 
newcomers. But it is important to old- 
comers too! Let’s make a point of be- 
coming acquainted during this meeting, 
May | and 2, with several librarians 
whom we have not known. Thus we 
can strengthen the chain of friendship 
of Alabama librarians. Better work can 
be done, more worthwhile goals can be 
achieved when an organization is under- 
girded with warm human relationships. 

Several weeks ago I had the privilege 
of working with a group of youngsters 
at a career conference. One advantage, 
which I very proudly pointed out, in being 
a librarian is the fellowship, friendship 
and inspiration which are afforded by our 
professional organizations. The Hunts- 
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PRESIDENT 


ville meeting offers us an opportunity 
and a challenge to make a reality of these 
aspirations. 

Another matter which I hope each of 
you will consider seriously is our scholar- 
ship fund. There was a period when this 
fund lay idle, but since the scholarships 
have been increased to $500.00 we are 
having more calls than we can meet. 
Our money is all out on loan now and 
unless we get additional funds we shall 
not be able to grant a scholarship to a 
student next year. If each member would 
contribute a dollar—and many of us can 
do more—we would be assured of enough 
to give a scholarship next year. Please 
plan to contribute something, no matter 
how small the amount, during the con- 
vention. Richardena Ramsay, Chairman 
of the Scholarship Committee, will be 
on hand to take your contribution. This 
is one way in which each of us can do 
something concrete toward recruiting 
librarians, which is still a major prob- 
lem of our profession. 


While nothing spectacular has been ac- 
complished during the past year, progress 
in several areas has been made. It is not 
my purpose here to describe this, but I 
do want to express my sincere appreci- 
ation to the officers, members of the 
Executive Council, committee chairmen, 
and the editor and business manager of 
The Alabama Librarian for the excellent 
work they have done and especially for 
the fine spirit they have shown as they 
have worked. I shall always remember 
very warmly and gratefully that almost 
without exception members have re- 
sponded cheerfully and willingly to any 
request to give of their time and service 
to the Alabama Library Association. 


I am 
cessful, 


looking forward eagerly to a suc- 
profitable, and happy conven- 
tion in Huntsville. It will be a success 
because you will come and join us to 
make it so. I'll be seeing you May | and 
2 at the convention. 
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OUR HOST CITY: 
THE STORY OF HUNTSVILLE 


By BEssIE KING RUSSELL 


UNTSVILLE, situated in the rich 

Tennessee River Valley in the ex- 
treme northern part of Alabama, is the 
second-oldest city and the oldest English 
settlement in the state. 

It has been said that the history of 
Huntsville’s early years is the history of 
the state—and, to a great extent, of the 
entire nation. No community founded 
in the nineteenth century has contributed 
more to the life of the state or been 
more prominent in state and national af- 
fairs. Huntsville has had the honor of 
furnishing the United States with ten 
United States senators, a Justice of the 
Supreme Court, and the first congress- 
man from the State of Alabama. Hunts- 


ville has been the home of seven gov- 


ernors of Alabama (five of whom are 
buried there); the first Secretary of War 
and two senators to the Confederate 
States; and Huntsville provided a can- 
didate for the United States presidency 
on the Abolitionist ticket. 

The first and only newspaper of the 
Territory was published there, and just 
outside of town were located the first 
cotton gin and cotton factory in the Ter- 
ritory (the Bell factory). 

At the time Alabama entered the Un- 
ion, permission was given to establish a 
library in Huntsville, thus making the 
Huntsville Public Library the oldest in 
the state. With the assistance of the 
Tennessee Valley Authority, this library 
became the base for an experiment in 
regional service in the years of 1937-1941; 
this was the first instance of this type of 
service in Alabama. 

Not only has Huntsville contributed to 
the political life of our country, but her 
professional men, through. their great 
skill and learning have swayed the 
thoughts of the entire nation. Doctors 


Thomas Fearn and John Y. Bassett used 
quinine in the treatment of malaria, 
thereby arousing the interest of the med- 
ical world and revolutionizing the treat- 
ment of this dread disease. 

John Hunt, the founder of Hunts- 
ville, built his cabin on the hill over- 
looking the Big Spring in 1805. During 
the next four years there was consider- 
able immigration into the county, this 
being composed in the main of wealthy 
and cultured slave owners of the Caro- 
linas and Virginia. 

One of the wealthiest and most influ- 
ential men of Huntsville was LeRoy 
Pope, who bought up the acres staked 
out by Hunt and gave to the community 
that part beside the spring for the found- 
ing of a municipality. Because of Pope’s 
great admiration for the poet Alexander 
Pope (no relation) he asked that the 
town be named Twickenham, after the 
poet’s English estate. So, on December 
twenty-second, 1809, the territorial legis- 
lature created a commission to lay out 
the town of Twickenham. However, as 
the town was still referred to by most 
people as Huntsvillage, and as relations 
with England were rather strained at the 
time, the legislature changed the name 
of the town to Huntsville by an act of 
November 25, 1811. Then, by an act of 
December 11, 1811, it incorporated the 
town and gave it its first municipal char- 
ter and government. 

Huntsville became the center of the 
political and cultural life of the area; 
and when the Alabama Territory was 
created, in 1817, Huntsville was chosen as 
temporary capital. In 1816 the first bank 
of the Territory was opened in Hunts- 
ville; and the Green Bottom Inn, situ- 
ated just outside of town, was the first 
inn in the Territory. It was there that 





Andrew Jackson gathered with other 
dandies of the time for horseracing and 
cock-fighting. Here also was the home 
of Gray Gander, the fastest horse then 
known to the racing world. 

In 1819 a convention was held in 
Huntsville for the purpose of drafting 
a state constitution; this convention was 
presided over by John Williams Walker, 
a citizen of Huntsville. On August sec- 
ond, 1819, Alabama became a state; and 
Huntsville was designated temporary 
capital. 

The first educational institution in the 
state to receive state aid was Green 
Academy, established in Huntsville in 
1812. This was the only institution of 
higher learning in this area, and many 
famous names are include in its roster of 
students. 

When Alabama seceded from the Un- 
ion, LeRoy Pope Walker became the first 
Secretary of War of the Confederacy, and 
it was he who issued the order to fire on 
Fort Sumter. 

Huntsville today still retains the beau- 
ty and charm of the Old South. Its many 
lovely old homes and their grounds give 
it a quite distinctive atmosphere. But it 
is also a modern industrial city and 
agricultural center. It is the county seat 
of Madison County, one of the richest 
counties in the state; and the city’s trade 
is fed by owners of cattle and sheep, as 
well as cotton growers. 

Redstone Arsenal, located west and 
south of Huntsville, is the key control 
and co-ordination center for the army’s 
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guided missile and rocket programs. It 
is one of the eight permanent Ordnance 
Corps arsenals, and covers almost 40,000 
acres. 

To fulfill the missions assigned, a bal- 
anced staff of scientists and technicians 
has been organized. This staff includes 
specialists in the fields of metallurgy, 
electronics, physics, chemistry, ammuni- 
tion and explosive manufacture,  as- 
sembly, storage, and safety precautionary 
measures. 

Redstone Arsenal is commanded by 
Brig. Gen. Thomas k. Vincent. The 
Ordnance Missile Laboratories, one of the 
mission agencies, is directed by Brig. Gen. 
Holger N. Toftoy. Numerous service 
and staff agencies are required for the 
support of the main missions. Over 2,000 
persons are connected with this instal- 
lation. 

No story of Huntsville would be com- 
plete without mention of its being the 
home of not only such personalities as 
Senator John Sparkman and actress Tal- 
lulah Bankhead, but also Howard Wee- 
don. One of the few artists to have in- 
dividual showings before the royal courts 
of Europe and the first to depict Negro 
heads in oil paintings (now considered 
collector’s items), Weedon is also the 
author of Bandana Ballads and Shadows 
on the Wall, almost perfect poetical ex- 
pressions of the old Southern Negro 
dialect. 

Huntsville is a distinctive example of 
the successful fusion of the old and the 
new. 


THE ALABAMA PUBLIC LIBRARY 
SERVICE DIVISION 


By Lois RAINER GREEN 


HE Alabama Public Library Service 

Division which was created by the 
1939 Legislature is now in its 14th year 
of service to the librarians, libraries, gov- 
erning bodies and citizens of the State 
of Alabama. 


Unfortunately, there are still people 
within the State who do not know what 
the Public Library. Service Division can 
do and what it does do, although we 
have talked about its functions, its limi- 
tations, its achievements, and its needs 
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until at times we think we must sound 
like a broken record playing the same old 
rctrain. However, since our activities are 
limited by the amount of funds granted 
us by the Legislature, there are still many 
people who either have not heard this 
yirain or who have forgotten what they 
did hear. 


fo acquaint yourself with the func- 
tions and services with which the Divi- 
sion is empowered by law, I suggest you 
read Article 3, Sections 278 through 284 
of Title 55 of the 1940 Code of the State 
of Alabama. I particularly urge public 
librarians to read Section 282 regarding 
reports. We are constantly asked for 
statistics on the state library situation for 
state, regional and national use. If we 
do not receive a complete report from 
each library annually, we are unable to 
compile accurate: state statistics. Know- 
ing how some people shy away from read- 
ing codes, the following are the duties 
and powers of this Division: 


“The Public Library Service Division 
shall give advice to all free public, reg- 
ional, city, and county libraries and to 
all communities in the State which may 
propose to establish public libraries, in 
the manner hereinafter provided, as to 
the best means of establishing and ad- 
ministering such public library service; 
selecting and cataloging books and other 
details of library management; and may 
send any of its staff to aid in organizing 
such libraries, or to assist in the improve- 
ment of those already established; may ad- 
vise as to the proper qualifications of li- 
brarians of free public, regional, city and 
county libraries, and shall perform such 
other services consistent with and in fur- 
therance of the purpose of this article as 
shall from time to time appear feasible. 
Moreover, the Division shall advise as to 
arrangements as provided in Section 288 
of this Title by which local governmental 
agencies may combine in the establishment 
of joint units of library service. The Divi- 
sion may receive and shall administer all 
funds, books, or other property, from what- 
ever source, under such conditions as may 
be deemed necessary in order to carry 
out the purpose of the article; and by the 
use of such means and methods as cir- 
cumstances warrant the Division may ac- 
quire and operate traveling libraries and 
circulate or loan such books and libraries 
among communities, library associations, 
social and civic clubs and organizations and 


other public agencies and institutions un- 
der such conditions and rules as the Divi- 
sion deems necessary in order to protect 
the interests of the State and to increase 
the efficiency and promote the extension 
of public library service throughout the 
State.” (State Code of Alabama, Title 55, 
Section 280) . 


It is very difficult to itemize what we 
do since oftentimes we have the feeling 
of being “Jacks of all trades and Mas- 
ters of none.” However, there are four- 
teen major areas that we work in and 
they are: 


Help to stimulate interest and support for 
library service in counties and munici- 
palities. 

Work with groups in planning for better 
local library service. 

Aid areas without libraries in developing 
library programs. 

Provide advisory technical services to ex- 
isting regional, county and municipal 
libraries. 

Aid new regional and county libraries with 
establishment grants. 

Send loans of books to established li- 
braries in the State to supplement and 
enrich their collections. 

Lend small collections of books to organ- 
ized community groups in communities 
without public library service. 

Provide reading materials for individuals 
upon request in areas not served by a 
public library. 

Compile bibliographies on special subjects. 

Provide materials for club and other spe- 
cial programs. 

Assist local librarians in promoting in 
their communities an active adult edu- 
cation program through the organization 
of American Heritage discussion groups 
financed by the Fund for Adult Educa- 
tion of the Ford Foundation. 

Furnish information on availability of 
films for various groups and maintain 
a collection of library films for loan to 
groups within the state free of charge. 

Assist libraries in locating qualified per- 
sonnel. 

Cooperate with other State agencies and 
organizations in service programs. 


We carry out these functions through 
grants and aid in books to new regional 
and county libraries; loans of special ma- 
terials not regularly needed in library 
collections; visits from the staff working 
with librarians, library boards and gov- 
erning bodies; assisting librarians in pre- 
paring building plans, remodeling plans, 





advising on bookmobile purchases, book 
selection and personnel problems. 

We wish all librarians and_ library 
board members and interested citizens 
would pay a visit to headquarters at 4 
North Union Street in Montgomery, Ala- 
bama, where they will find a busy group 
of six people (when at least two of them 
are not out in the state meeting with 
citizens groups, library boards or gov- 
erning bodies, or librarians) working like 
bees at a variety of tasks. A typical day 
will find the staff filling requests for a 
drawing of a bookmobile; remodeling a 
building; suggesting color schemes and 
sources of library furniture and supplies; 
selecting books on child psychology for 
a lady in a non-library area having a 
twelve-year old domineering son who is 
making life unpleasant for a_ ten-year 
old brother and an eight-year old sister; 
gathering information on how to raise 
pheasants; how to build a telescope; look- 
ing up the best recommended film on 
“China” and wondering if the patron is 
interested in the country or the ware; 
compiling information on prominent 
women in state government for a judge; 
reminding a county governing body that 
new library board members should be ap- 
pointed for definite terms as provided in 
the law; looking for information for a 
garden club on how to stage a flower 
show; preparing a bibliography on geri- 
atrics; assembling a collection of material 
for things to make at home to sell for 
a semi-invalid; finding material on ter- 
mite control for a man going into the 
business; helping a trustee and librarian 
select a collection of books for indefinite 
loan to their small library; checking in 
books returned and noting what should 
go to the bindery as some have been out 
for many years; unpacking, checking, 
cataloging and processing new books; 
filing catalog cards and book loan cards; 
checking a book order from a new reg- 
ional library which receives an $8,000 
book grant; answering correspondence 
concerning library problems, books and 
people (we wish there were more to an- 
swer, especially from prospective librar- 
ians); and then as the day is about done 
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there is a long distance call, and the 
board member in charge of securing a 
new bookmobile for his area, to replace 
the one the State has loaned his region 
for eighteen months, wants to know why 
a fourteen-foot body won’t go on a one- 
ton chassis rather than a one and one- 
half ton as it is cheaper, and what do we 
mean by a flat-faced cowl and the C & A 
dimensions referred to in our letter. 
Last year we did these and many more 
things while adding 17,000 volumes to 
the collection; increasing the book loans 
by some 20,000 volumes; keeping a mul- 
titude of records which any library has 
to keep, plus those which the state re- 
quires for financial transactions for audit 
records; making 147 library visits, 207 





THE COVER 


The James L. Watkins family is 
given credit for the building of this 
beautiful ante-bellum home, erected 
in the 1850's. Choice pieces of 
cedar, chestnut and walnut lumber 
were selected by a lumber man 
from Courtland. The two spiral 
stairways leading to the second 
floor and the one leading to the 
bell tower were built by a Negro 
carpenter, Charles Bell, from Char- 
lottesville, Virginia. All woodwork 
inside the house is walnut and is 
put together with wooden pegs. In- 
cluding the two in the tower, the 
house has sixteen rooms. Nine 
doors give access to the outside, 
and fifty-eight large windows admit 
the light. A very fine wine cellar 
was constructed beneath the parlor 
at the southeast corner of the 
house. 

After the Civil War the property 
was acquired by Samuel H. Moore, 
prominent plantation owner. It is 
now owned and occupied by Mr. 
Milton Cummings and his. family, 
and will be open to visiting li- 
brarians during the annual con- 
vention. 
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county station visits, and 42 visits in the 
interest of new library programs; speak- 
ing to a wide range of groups all over 
te state as well as at the Southeastern 
Adult Education Association and_ the 
Midwinter and annual meetings of the 
\merican Library Association; and work- 
ing on various professional committees 
on state, national and regional levels. 
At the end of the fiscal year, September 
30, 1952, according to incomplete reports 
received: 

67.5% of Alabama’s people live where 
there is free public library service. 

32.5% of Alabama’s people live where 
there is no free public library service. 

Approximately 50% of the people of Ala- 
bama have no library service or very 
inadequate service. 

Chere are 28 counties in Alabama giving 
county-wide library service, either in- 
dividually or as a member of a region. 

16 counties do not have a single free pub- 
lic library within their borders. 

Only 20 counties have bookmobile service. 

Alabama public libraries have only % 
book per person. 

Alabama cities and counties appropriated 
$765,575 for public Lbrary service in 
1952, which with the State’s $108,000 
amounts to 29c per capita for Alabama’s 
3,061,743 people. (This figure does not 
include contributions, endowments, or 
other private incomes.) 


In reading the above figures one can 
note that Alabama’s public library situ- 
ation is certainly nothing to crow about. 
However, it is intersting to note that 
local funds appropriated for library serv- 
ices have increased from $139,000 in 1939 
to $765,575 in 1952. The greater part of 
this increase has come after careful plan- 
ning of local library boards and citizen’s 
planning boards in the areas affected, 
and of the Public Library Service Divi- 
sion. The per capita support for li- 
braries has increased from five cents to 
twenty-nine cents for the state’s total 
population, in spite of the fact that there 
was an increase in the 1950 over the 1940 
population of 228,782 persons. All of you 
note that these are far below the stan- 
dards set by the American Library Asso- 
ciation. That is why it is ever necessary 
that we should be on the alert for means 


to secure increased support for the li- 
brary service in Alabama. 

The Public Library Service Division 
has as its goal the logical development of 
a sound program of library service for 
all of the people of Alabama. This re- 
solves itself into two problems: that of 
aiding existing libraries in improving 
and expanding their programs, and that 
of assisting in the establishing of new li- 
braries in areas not now served, through 
a grant in state aid and the securing of 
local financial support. Equal Chance, 
published by the American Library As- 
sociation, states that “The end and aim 
of State extension agencies is to help 
establish libraries, advise and strengthen 
those that need it, send books directly 
to people who have no libraries near at 
hand, and, above all, aid public spirited 
citizens and groups to plan and carry 
forward a unified program for library de- 
velopment.” It is to this end we are 
working. 

In trying to achieve these goals the 
State Board, appointed by the Governor 
for staggering terms, has adopted a plan 
of aid to libraries. The Board is com- 
posed of 


Mr. A. R. Tomlinson, Florence 

Miss Rebecca Boozer, Dothan 

Mrs. W. W. Paterson, Montgomery 

Mrs. J. U. Reaves, Mobile 

Mrs. Martha Smith, Huntsville 

Mrs. Marie Bankhead Owen, Direc- 
tor of Dept. Archives & History 
(ex officio). 

Aid to new libraries. To encourage 
multiple county service, the Executive 
Board allocates $8,000 per year for a 
period of three years to a new regional 
library program. This money may be 
spent for books only. The Division owns 
three bookmobiles which are loaned to 
new regions, when available, for a period 
of eighteen months. In the contractual 
agreement signed by all cooperating 
bodies, the regional library board agrees 
to purchase a bookmobile and have it 
ready for operation at the expiration of 
the eighteen-month period. New county 
libraries are granted varying amounts, 
ranging from $3,000 to $4,000 in books, 





depending upon size and population and 
local budget. New town libraries are 
granted loans in books, the amount de- 
pendent upon the size of the town. The 
efforts of the Division have been con- 
centrated on the establishment of county 
and multi-county library programs in the 
State, as it is believed that such programs 
offer the most economical means of pro- 
viding adequate library service. 

Aid to existing libraries. Old regional 
libraries receive $2,400 in books and old 
county libraries having a bookmobile and 
trained librarian receive a_ grant of 
$1,200 for books. These books are order- 
ed through this office and become the 
property of the regional or county li- 
brary. Book loans are made to existing 
libraries in varying amounts, dependent 
upon the needs of the library and the 
amount of local support. These books 
vary in number from year to year and 
are on an indefinite loan basis. When 
they have served their use in the com- 
munity, they may be returned and others 
sent. 


Needs of the Division. To tulfill the 
functions prescribed in the Act establish- 
ing the Public Library Service Division, 
an adequate budget is needed. The defi- 
ciencies in public library service in Ala- 
bama could be overcome with an annual 





The time for Committee ap- 
pointments for the coming year is at 
hand. Many of the newer members 
of the Association are eager to work 
but we don’t know about them or 
their special capabilities. If you 
would like to serve on a committee 
next year, or know someone who 
would or should, please commu- 
nicate with me before the Hunts- 
ville meeting. 


Joun K. CAMERON 

Air University Library 
Maxwell: Air Force Base, 
Ala. 
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budget which would allow for a stabilized 
program. Funds are needed for person- 
nel, so that an additional field represen- 
tative could be available to advise |i- 
brarians, library boards, and interested 
citizens on improved library service pro- 
grams to meet local situations. Funds to 
promote and demonstrates regional servy- 
ice are necessary to insure state-wide cov- 
erage and efficient operation in certain 
areas. The budget should be increased 
to allow for the purchase not only of ad- 
ditional books, but films, recordings, and 
other materials as well, that are vital in 
a good library program. 

The Public Library Service Division 
of the State of Alabama needs the co. 
operation, understanding, and backing of 
all who know and realize the value of a 
good library program, designed to meet 
the needs of the citizens of all ages and 
all interests in the State; also it believes 
that the people of the State are its great- 
est wealth, and that this wealth will pay 
greater dividends when it is informed 
and inspired. 


If all of Alabama is to prosper, all of 
Alabama’s people must have an equal 
chance for prosperity through informa- 


tion, education, cultural development 
and recreation. The free public library is 
one agency in the community to which 
all of the people, young and old, can 
turn for information on all subjects, for 
pleasure and profit. It is the people’s 
university. Its services should be avail- 
able to all of the people of Alabama. A 
strong, well supported state library agen- 
cy is needed to assist Alabama's city and 
county libraries and governing bodies in 
improving existing libraries and in initi- 
ating new library service. 

The State Library Service exists for 
the people of the State of Alabama. Get- 
ting support for the operation and main- 
tenance of ‘the library is the responsi- 
bility of all the citizens. Those who real- 
ly believe that library service is impor- 
tant know that it also costs money. There 
should be no barriers between citizens of 
the State and the books they want to 
read. Where barriers do exist, librarians 
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and citizens have a challenge to do some-_ which are considering consolidation into 
thing about it. The Public Library Serv- larger units of service, and with areas 


1 


Division welcomes the opportunity to which do not now have library service, 


work with existing libraries in helping insofar as staff, resources, and budget 
to solve their problems, with the libraries limitations will allow. 








NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 


The following slate of officers is proposed to the membership of the 
Alabama Library Association for the year 1954-55: 


Vice-President (President-Elect) Jor D. Lancston 
Secretary______.. .....ETHEL SANDERS 
Treasurer JuLia RISER 
Council Member_____....-..-...........-. WILLA BoysworTH 
ALA Council Representative... Lois R. GREEN 








These names will be put in nomination during the Annual Business 
Meeting in Huntsville. 
BETHEL FITE 
Chairman 














REPORT ON 
THE ALABAMA LIBRARIAN 


ApRIL 1952 Jury 1952 
Advertising Receipts Printing Cost Advertising Receipts Printing Cost 
$264.54 $265.19 $146.00 $330.45 
Ocroser 1952 January 1953 
Advertising Receipts Printing Cost Advertising Receipts Printing Cost 
$148.00 $236.71 $155.00 $219.87 
Total Printing Costs $1,052.22 


Advertising Receipts 713.54 


Funds from Alabama Library Association $ 338.68 


Jor D. LaNncston 
Business Manager 
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ALABAMA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


FORTY-NINTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 
TENTATIVE PROGRAM 


May 1-2, 1953 
Headquarters: Russel Erskine Hotel, Huntsville 
THEME: BOOKS AND PEOPLE 


Thursday, April 30 
8:00-10:00 p.m. 
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING 


Friday, May 1 
8:00-12:00 Noon 
REGISTRATION. Lobby, Russel Erskine Hotel 


10:00-12:00 Noon 
FIRST GENERAL SESSION. Educational Annex, First Baptist Church 
ES pene nen tates _------------------ SYBIL Barb, President 
Invocation —__..-. = _Joun. BROADWAY, President Cc ity Council, Huntsville 
Welcome... _ Mrs. Eu IZABETH BEAMGUARD, Local Chairman of Arrangements 
His Honor, R. B. Searcy, Mayor of Huntsville 
Response ...... ARLEss Nixon, Librarian, Mobile Public Library 
Introduction and Announcements 
Address—“The Librarian’s Responsibility to His Profession,” 
Mrs. GRACE STEVENSON, Associate Executive Secretary, American Library Ass'n. 
1:00 2:30 p.m. 
LIBRARY FRIENDS LUNCHEON. Russel Erskine Hotel 
EE LR Ee _............ KENNETH CAMERON, President-elect 
Invocation __.. Roy Stone, Chairman, Madison County Board Commission 
Introductions 


Address: CHartes G. Botte, Executive Secretary, American Book Publishers 
Council, New York, N. Y. 


3:00-5.00 p.m. 


GROUP DISCUSSIONS. (Ball Room), Russel Erskine Hotel 
Public Libraries. Evelyn PEELER, Chairman 
Panel Discussion: “New Ideas for Attracting People to Books” 
Fant H. TuHorntey, Assistant Director, Birmingham Public Library, Moderator 
ANN KerksiEck, Children’s Librarian, Mobile Public Library 
Mrs. EpirH Buoomer, Librarian, Clark-Washington Regional Library, Grove Hill 
VERNA NISTENDIRK, Fizld Representative, Alabama Public Library Service Div. 
“People and Books in Japan,” by Joun McCvurkin, Air University Library, Max- 
well Air Force Base 


College, University and Special Libraries (Blue Room)... JERROLD ORNE, Chairman 
“Current Trends in Alabama Libraries and Librarianship” 


Academic Libraries 

The Private and Church Colleges Mrs. MARGARET HUGHES 
The University Libraries _...-.--_-----_-.._..... WILLIAM STANLEY Hoot! 
Other State Supported Colleges _. aie CER EL Capes 
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Special Libraries 
ee SL ee 
Ee CL 
Training 
Education for Librarianship... MRS. PAULINE FOSTER 
lrustees of Libraries Jupce WALTER B. Jones, Chhairman 
(Mrs. Lois R. GREEN, Acting Chairman), (Red Room) 
Round Table Discussion 
7:30 p.m. 
BUFFET SUPPER. Huntsville Country Club. 


9:00 p.m. 


SQUARE DANCE 


Saturday, May 2 


8:00-12:00 Noon 
REGISTRATION. Lobby, Russel Erskine Hotel 


10:00-12:00 Noon 
SECOND GENERAL SESSION 
Annual Business Meeting, Russel Erskine Hotel 
Presiding —...__. ; ............. SYBIL Batrp, President 
Address of President 
Reports 
Miscellaneous Business 
Resolutions 
Election of Officers 
Adjournment 


1:00-3:00 p.m 
SCHOOL LIBRARIES LUNCHEON. Russel Erskine Hotel 
Presiding —_....... (REE espneeteonetieon ey Parte Jutta RIsER 
Address—“Windows for Young Americans,” 
PriscILLA Lantz, acting head, Dept. of Library Science, University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville 


3:00-5:00 p.m. 
BOOK DISPLAY AND EXHIBITS, Russel Erskine Hotel 
Exhibits 
Consultants—Public Librarians 
School Librarians 
College Librarians 
Children’s Librarians 


3:00-5:00 p.m. 
VISIT TO OLD HOMES OF HUNTSVILLE 


7:00 p.m. 
ANNUAL ‘stained — pina Russel Erskine Hotel 
Presiding Sysit Bairp, President 
Invocation _ REV. “GEORGE F. Hart, Pastor, First Lutheran Church 
Introductions 
ID sascha cesectearrdcinctcens VircINiIA Kirkus, Kirkus Book Shop, New York 
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PUBLIC LIBRARIES SECTION 


By MILDRED GooprRICcH 


OBILE’S “Library on the Square,” 
ML. now in its sixth week, continues to 
be a success. A joint service of the main 
library and the extension division of the 
Mobile Public Library, it was conceived 
with a view toward providing a con- 
venient library service to professional 
persons in downtown Mobile. Each Tues- 
day between 11:30 and 2:30 the Book- 
mobile parks on Bienville Square, af- 
fording quick, efficient service to those 
who have only a few minutes before 
punching a clock. Response has been 
most gratifying; the last circulation was 
five times that of the first. ‘The First 
National Bank of Mobile has helped to 
make this new service possible by a 
$1,000.00 gift from a temporary special 
fund. 

As a sort of prelude to Mobile’s Art 
Festival (scheduled for May 1 and 2), 
the Mobile Art Association sponsored a 
jury exhibition of paintings, ceramics, 
and sculpture last month in the library's 
Emma C. Harris Book Garden. The li- 
brary supplied cases from its museum for 
the ceramic displays, and the Fine Arts 
department piped music into the garden. 

Miss Ann Kerksieck, head of the ex- 
tension division, left the first of March 
for a European tour. She will visit Eng- 
land, France, Switzerland, and Italy on 
her trip, returning to Mobile early in 


April. 


The Traveling Branch of the Birming- 


ham Public Library—a_ Gerstenslager 
bookmobile, presented by Mrs. Horace 
Hammond and her daughter, Mrs. Rob- 
ert Collins—was received and formal pre- 
sentation ceremonies were held on Feb- 
ruary 17. Board President Huffstutler 
presided and other participants were 
Mayor Cooper Green, Mrs. Hammond, 
Library Director Danton and James F. 
Sulzby, president of the Friends of the 


\ large exhibit of antique 
dolls, assembled by the Antiquarian So- 
ciety, has filled the corridor windows 
during part of February and March. In 
addition to some rare and lovely dolls, 
handsomely costumed, there were various 
accessories, such as stoves, furniture, orna- 
ments and a surrey-with-the-fringe-on-top, 
and the exhibit has drawn many pairs of 
shining eyes. A notable gift was a 
check for $900 from the Negro Auxiliary 
Board of the American Cast Iron Pipe 
Company, toward current expenses of 
the Slossfield Branch. The four- 
weeks Festival of Arts, held for the first 
time this year, was a notable success and 
the Public Library was one of the spon- 
soring agencies. Appropriate exhibits 
were arranged at the Museum of Art. ... 
Margaret Miller and Joe D. Langston 
will represent the city and county li- 
braries at the ALA Conference in Los 
Angeles. . . . Several Staff members will 
attend the State meeting in Huntsville. 
At the mid-fiscal year point, February 
28, the city libraries had circulated 503,- 
060 books and the county 234,032. 


A Program Planning Institute will be 
held at the Anniston Carnegie Library 
Tuesday, April 28. Miss Bethel Fite, Di- 
rector of the Department of Library Ex- 
tension and Program Service of the Uni- 
versity of Alabama, will discuss ““How to 
Plan a Year’s Program” and Mrs. Lois 
Rainer Green, Public Library Service 
Division, Montgomery, will speak on “Li- 
brary Tools for Program Chairmen.” At 
the afternoon session, a panel of Anni- 
ston women will hold a book discussion 
to demonstrate the different ways a book 
review can be presented. This institute 
is being sponsored by the Calhoun Coun- 
ty Federation of Clubs, the City Federa- 
tion of Clubs, the Calhoun County Li- 
brary and the Anniston Carnegie Library. 
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\ll the women’s clubs in Anniston and 
(ilhoun County have been invited to 
send representatives. 


Mr. Jack Spear, Director, American 
Heritage Project, visited in Alabama Sat- 
urday, March 21 through Wednesday, 
March 25. Mr. Spear was in Montgomery 
until Tuesday, March 24, conferring with 
Mrs. Lois Rainer Green, Miss Allison 
Porter, Dr. Fred Couey, who is employed 
as a national consultant by the Chicago 
olfice, and Mr. Ken Cameron, president- 
elect of the Alabama Library Association. 
On Monday night he attended the Mont- 
gomery Heritage group led by Lynne 
Brannen. On Tuesday night he visited 
Dr. Beryl McClaskey’s group in Birming- 
ham. On Wednesday he visited libraries 
in the Montgomery area. Mr. Spear re- 
eretted that his schedule prevented his 
visiting other Heritage groups in the 
State but expressed a great deal of satis- 
faction with those he visited and the li- 
brarians he talked with on the American 
Heritage program in the State. 


Miss Allison Porter, Consultant for the 
American Heritage program in Alabama, 
resigned to be married on March 28 to 
Charles Fell, Jr., of Birmingham. Mr. 
and Mrs. Fell will make their home in 
Charleston, South Carolina. The posi- 
tion of consultant has not been filled 
and correspondence concerning — the 
Heritage program should be addressed 
to Mrs. Lois Rainer Green. 


New librarians in Alabama _ include 
Mrs. Leo Crook who has replaced Miss 
Carrie Box as librarian in Oneonta. 


Miss Margaret Holt is the new librar- 
ian in Garden City, replacing Miss We- 
nonah Simpson, and Miss Verda Espy is 
now librarian in Abbeville, replacing 
Mrs. Nordan Austin. 

Miss Juliette Morgan has recently 
joined the staff of the Montgomery Pub- 
lic Library. 

Mrs. H. E. Forbes has recently tem- 
porarily joined the staff of the Tusca- 
loosa County Library replacing Mrs. 
Mary Duffee. Miss Ruth Corr will later 
take the position. 
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Miss Ruth Sanders has joined the staff 
of the Houston County Library. 

Fire recently destroyed the Franklin 
County Courthouse which also housed 
the Franklin County Library. The li- 
brary is temporarily housed in an up- 
stairs office building on the main street 
of Russellville and looking forward to a 
very spacious and modern library when 
the new courthouse is built. 

The Montgomery Friends of the Li- 
brary have presented a curb side de- 
pository to provide greater convenience 
for library patrons in returning their 
books to the Montgomery Public Library. 
Mr. Roland Nachman, Jr., is president 
of this active Friends of the Library 
group. 

The Houston County Library, of 
which Miss Marian Neill is librarian, has 
embarked upon a rural reading program 
among the Home Demonstration Clubs 
of Houston County. This reading pro- 
gram is a joint program of the Houston 
County Home Demonstration Club Coun- 
cil and the County Library having a list 
of recommended books containing fic- 
tion, biography, religious, historical, as 
well as “how to do it” books, which was 
compiled by Miss Neill and Miss Rebecca 
Boozer, Book and Art Shop manager and 
member of the State Library Board. 


The purpose of the program is to en- 
courage club women to become better in- 
formed on a variety of subjects and also 
to spread the reading habit among club 


women and their families. Mrs. W. A. 
Womack is county project chairman. 

The Ashland Public Library has been 
moved from its quarters in the American 
Legion Hut, which were quite inade- 
quate, to very attractive quarters in the 
City Hall where the City Council built 
new shelving and equipped the library 
rooms. Mrs. Leo Roberts, Librarian, Pub- 
lic Library Service Division, assisted with 
the moving and attended the open house 
which was held recently. Mrs. Effie 
Harwell, Ashland librarian, reports a 
great increase in interest and use in the 
library since it has been established in 
its new quarters. 





Albertville is the latest municipality in 
Alabama to recognize its responsibility 
for library services. Organizing a library 
in Albertville was the project of the 
Junior Chamber of Commerce, and un- 
der the direction of Mr. B. L. Cryar the 
entire community was interested. The 
library which is situated on the second 
floor of the City Hall has been redeco- 
rated and will be opened on April 3. Mrs. 
Tom Brannon has been appointed li- 
brarian. Miss Verna Nistendirk, Field 
Representative, Public Library Service 
Division, has worked with the library 
board on decorating and equipping the 
new quarters and giving technical serv- 
ices needed to open the library. Mem- 
bers of the board are: B. L. Cryar, Mack 
Kilcrease, S. B. Hooper, Mrs. Carl Ro- 
buck and Mrs. R. G. Moore. 

Many friends of Miss Bettie Keith, 
Selma Public Library, Selma, and Miss 
Thenie Johnson, Dothan Public Library, 
Dothan, will regret to hear of their se- 
rious illnesses. Both Miss Bettie and Miss 
Thenie have given many years to library 


‘THE ALABAMA LIBRARIAN 


work in Alabama, and we all wish for 
them a very speedy recovery. 

The State Legislature will open its ses- 
sion in May. We have been advised the 
Public Library Service Division is re- 
questing an appropriation of $131,573.00 
annually. The present appropriation is 
$108,000.00; $15,000.00 of the requested 
increase is for additional books. The re- 
mainder is to allow for some new equip- 
ment, supplies and materials, and an ad- 
ditional field worker to better serve the 
libraries of the State. According to news- 
paper releases this is going to be a very 
difficult year for all State agencies living 
out of the general fund to maintain their 
present budget to say nothing of getting 
increased funds. All librarians, trustees, 
and friends of libraries should speak to 
their legislators concerning the great 
need for additional library funds in Ala- 
bama to help implement the work of 
local libraries and to assist in getting 
libraries started in areas where there are 
none now. Remember that for a_ better 
Alabama today and tomorrow, we must 
build better libraries. 


COLLEGE LIBRARIES SECTION 


By Annis E. SMITH 


R. W. STANLEY HOOLE, director 
Dp of libraries, University of Alabama, 
has been granted a leave of absence to 
teach in the School of Library Science, 
University of Illinois, during the 1953 


Summer School. Dr. Hoole will have his 
family in Illinois with him for the sum- 
mer. 

The University of Alabama Library has 
received as a gift from Senator Preston 
Clayton of Eufaula, Ala., a collection of 
letters and papers of his grandfather, Ma- 
jor General Henry DeLamar Clayton, 
C.S.A., president of the University of 
Alabama, 1866-1889. The collection con- 
tains 1,931 items. Of particular interest 


are General Clayton’s division reports, in 
manuscript, of the battles of Atlanta, 
Jonesboro and New Hope Church; the 
casualty lists of Clayton’s Brigade in sev- 
eral engagements; the original muster 
rolls of the several companies comprising 
the 39th Regiment, Alabama Volunteers; 
the original report of the operations of 
Stephen D. Lee (January, 1864), which 
was published in General Hood's Ad- 
vance and Retreat; and a goodly number 
of letters from General Clayton’s asso- 
ciates, including General Alpheus Baker. 
The Clayton Collection, rich in resource 
materials for Alabama and Southern his- 
tory, has been processed and is now 
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available in the MSS division of the Ala- 
bama Collection, Rare Book Room, Main 
Library, Room 308. 

Other gifts to the University of Ala- 
bama Library include a collection of 
ledgers, journals, day-books and cotton- 
gin records donated by Professor H. C. 
Nixon of Vanderbilt University from the 
estate of William D. Nixon; a valuable 
collection of rare newspapers, mostly 
Confederate imprints, by Mr. Duy L. Mc- 
Call, of Monroeville, Ala. 

Hensley C. Woodbridge, Reference Li- 
brarian at A.P.I., has been appointed 
chief librarian and head professor of li- 
brary science at Murray State College, 
Murray, Kentucky. Mr. Woodbridge, 
who has been with the A.P.I. Library 
staff since 1951, holds the Ph.D. and 
M.S.L.S. from the University of Illinois. 

Clyde H. Cantrell, Director of Li- 


braries at the Alabama Polytechnic Insti- 
tute, has been asked to serve as State 
Representative for the Association of Col- 
lege and Reference Libraries for the re- 
mainder of 1953 and for the fiscal year 


1953-54. 

James G. Baker, formerly Assistant Di- 
rector of Libraries at Alabama _Poly- 
technic Institute, accepted a position in 
the research library of the Arnold Engi- 
neering Research Center, Tullahoma, 
Tennessee, on October 1, 1952. Baker 
has been with the A.P.I. Library since 
1946 and served as assistant director 
since 1950, 

A new Pharmacy Library has been 
opened at Alabama Polytechnic Institute 
recently. It is located in the Emerson 
R. Miller Pharmacy Building which was 
dedicated recently. Mrs. Susan P. Gender 
is in charge of the library. 

\ new periodicals reading room has 
been organized at the Alabama Polytech- 
nic Institute Library. It is in the area 
formerly used as a reserve reading room. 
Reserve books are now serviced from the 
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main desk. About 90%, of all periodicals 
requested at the Main Library are serv- 
iced from the periodicals room. 

The Birmingham-Southern College Li- 
brary entertained with a “weeding” tea 
on Thursday afternoon, January 15, 
from four until five o’clock. Guests were 
the faculty and the afternoon’s activity 
consisted of discarding obsolete books. 
Each faculty member was consulted about 
books in his field which should. be dis- 
carded. One hundred fifty books were 
withdrawn from the library. Not only 
did the tea succeed in weeding but in 
creating an excellent social hour. 

Television in the Howard College Li- 
brary is the boast of the college now. 
Such news and history making events as 
the presidential election, the Inaugura- 
tion, the State of the Union Message, and 
the explosion of the atomic bomb at 
Yucca Flats were brought directly to the 
campus and the library. The Howard 
Library has been given a collector’s item: 
an original edition of Christopher Saur’s 
“First German Bible,” which was printed 
in 1743, was translated by Martin Lu- 
ther and was the first Bible printed in 
America in a foreign language. Dr. Carey 
C. Dobbs of Philadelphia made this pre- 
sentation. 


Students and faculty at St. Bernard 
Abbey hope to see their new library 
complete by fall. It will have a capacity 
of 75,000 volumes, a reading room that 
will seat 120 or more, a third floor of 
six classrooms, and will be entirely fire- 
proof, air-cooled, and moisture-controlled. 
Added to St. Bernard’s library recently 
were two fifteenth century antiphonals. 


Dr. William Stanley Hoole’s article 
“Of the Author-Librarian” which ap- 
peared in Stechert-Hafner Book News 
(May 1952) is being reprinted by special 
request in the 4.L.A. Bulletin for April 
1953. 
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SCHOOL LIBRARY SECTION 


By Mrs. FRANCES EssARY 


HE Department of School Libraries 

of the Alabama Education Associa- 
tion held its annual business meeting 
March 27 in Birmingham. 

Mrs. Louise Gober, Chairman of the 
Membership Committee, reported 77 
members. Mrs. Ruth Waldrop an- 
nounced that the Student Assistants of 
Jefferson County had established a loan 
scholarship of $100.00 to be granted to a 
student doing undergraduate work in li- 
brary science. Jefferson County students 
will be given preference. The Chairman 
of the Recruitment Committee, Mrs. Jean 
Hoffman, told of considerable activity 
during the year. Mrs. Hoffman recom- 
mended that the Department of School 
Libraries consider establishing a speakers 
bureau, a state-wide student assistants or- 
ganization, and a scholarship fund. It 
was voted that the Executive Council 
study ways and means of setting up and 
maintaining such a fund. Mrs. Doris 
Cornett, Chairman of the District Meet- 
ings, reported increased interest in 
these meetings over the state. 

Miss Fannie Schmitt gave a report on 
progress in school library service in Ala- 
bama. Growth in elementary libraries in 
various parts of the state and an in- 
crease in the number of counties allocat- 
ing funds for library materials were re- 
ported. 

The importance of the Department of 
School Libraries paying the major por- 
tion of the expenses of a representative 
to national ALA meetings was discussed. 
The group instructed the Executive 
Council to study ways and means of get- 
ting funds for this purpose. It was sug- 


gested that dues might be raised to $2.00 
to assist in this proposal, and that a larger 
membership would also be helpful. 

About 150 librarians and student as- 
sistants attended the annual luncheon of 
the Department of School Libraries of 
AEA at the Tutwiler on March 27. Miss 
Esther Burrin, Director of School Li- 
braries and Teaching Materials in In- 
diana, gave an address on “Student Li- 
brary Assistants.” She emphasized that 
the duties assigned to student assistants 
must be of a developmental nature to 
justify having them. Some significant ad- 
vantages in using students, according to 
Miss Burrin, are that they themselves 
gain valuable work experience, and a 
sense of belonging by identifying them- 
selves with a group. She also pointed out 
that they learn to use books and other 
materials independently and intelligently, 
and in turn inspire other students. 

Various methods of selecting students 
were described by Miss Burrin. Among 
those she felt to be of particular impor- 
tance were: capacity to get along with 
others, accuracy and dependability in 
work, love and enthusiasm for books, in- 
terest in service to students and teachers, 
scholastic ability to carry both class and 
library work, participation in other 
school activities, high citizenship rating, 
and neatness in appearance. 

“A Check List of Duties for Student 
Assistants,” which is compiled by the 
speaker, may be had by writing to Miss 
Esther Burrin, Director of School Li- 
braries, Indiana State Department of 
Education, Indianapolis, Indiana. 
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CONVENTION BANKET SPEAKER 


IRGINIA KIRKUS is a name synon- 
pen with witty reviewing, sound 
courageous convictions and psychic pre- 
sentiments in regard to best sellers. Her 
Bookshop Service, during the twenty 
years of its existence, has reviewed some 
50,000 books and is subscribed to by li- 
braries and bookstores throughout the 
country; a phenomenal growth from the 
ten subscribers and 999 reported titles of 
the initial year. 

Miss. Kirkus was born in Meadville, 
Pennsylvania, December 7, 1893, and at- 
tended Vassar, from which she was grad- 
uated in 1916. 


After three years of teaching English 
and history at the Greenhill School in 
Delaware (forerunner of the Tower Hill 
School), Miss Kirkus decided upon New 
York and an editorial career. Succes- 
sively and successfully, she was fashion 
editor of the Pictorial Review Company; 
“back of the book” editor for McCall's 
Magazine (simultaneously doing  free- 
lance jobs for Doubleday, including the 
five weeks assignment writing of Every- 
woman’s Guide to Health and Beauty); 
head of the children’s book department 
of Harper and Brothers, responsible for 
the success of many new books and the 
abridgments of many old ones. The de- 
pression, catastrophic for the children’s 
book business, ended this most respon- 
sible position. 


Miss Kirkus, refusing to be daunted by 


her impending departure from Harper's 
into a depressed world, continued with 
her plans to go abroad. On the return 
voyage was born her idea of establishing 
a service that would act as liaison be- 
tween publisher and bookseller, by pro 
viding for the latter information on new 
books gleaned from actual prepublica 
tion reading. The success of the service 
has attested to the value and practicality 
of her ingenuity. 

During these crowded years, Miss 
Kirkus has written many articles, and 
collaborated with Frank Scully in the 
writing of two children’s books. Ap- 
parently her energies are inexhaustible 
for there are still other activities. She is 
very much involved in the rewarding and 
delightful supervision of her country 
place at Redding, Connecticut, which she 
and her husband, Frank Glick, personnel 
executive, have renovated. 

In regard to her Bookshop Service, the 
prepublication information is only one 
phase. Miss Kirkus’ office also notifies 
its subscribers of changes in titles, prices, 
publication dates; it aids them in promo- 
tion ideas, prepares holiday book lists, 
has a_ search service for out-of-print 
books, and is most adept at answering all 
types of odd questions about books. Miss 
Kirkus has executed an admirable serv- 
ice in the world of books, and recently 
attracted nationwide attention by her 
detection of a plagiarism foisted upon a 
New York publisher. 





now available. 





STATE DISTRIBUTOR for 
CADMUS BOOKS--- 


Write for new titles and complete list. All Landmark Books 


See our display at your meeting in Huntsville 


STANDARD SCHOOL SERVICE 


3827 First Avenue, North 
Birmingham, Alabama 
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SPECIAL LIBRARIES SECTION 


By Joun K. 


BOUT four-hundred and fifty guests 
including the top ranking officials 

of the Air University, their wives, stu- 
dents and faculty of the school, and many 
librarians of Montgomery, enjoyed the 
hospitality of the Air University Library 
on February tenth when an “open 
house” was held in the repainted and 
remodeled Fairchild Hall, the service 
building of the Library. After being 
shown through the building by members 
of the Readers Service Staff, refreshments 
were served in the lounge reading room. 
Guests were lavish in their praise of the 
changes Dr. Orne and the staff had made 
in the appearance of the building. All 
the old military steel desks, tables and 
shelving has been replaced by new light 
colored beech furniture. Chairs of the 


same material have leather upholstered 


CAMERON 


backs in blue, green, yellow and red, 
making a nice contrast of color with the 
darker green tile floor and the light 
green walls. Accommodations for about 
25,000 books and about 67,000 documents 
are available in Fairchild Hall; the re- 
mainder of the Library’s collection is 
stored in two large warehouses with reg- 
ular messenger service to these buildings 
as often as needed. 

The Library had on exhibit during the 
week of the open house a display of 
drawings and water colors by William 
Shilstone depicting Air Force _ bases 
throughout the world, especially those of 
the Military Air Transport Service. 

The Library extends to all members of 
the Alabama Library Association a very 
cordial invitation to visit the Library 
whenever they are in Montgomery. 


VENUS IN THE LIBRARY 


What accident consigned her to this 
room? 

What jokester gave her marbled slimness 
place 

Where beauty is an alien, love disgrace? 

Here argument creates a solemn gloom 

And old philosophers in dimness loom— 

Blunt Socrates’s heavy cumbrous face, 

Confucius, Franklin, Kant — from every 
race 

The sighthless mentors court a_ silent 
doom. 


She stands and gazes as they come and go, 
Unvaried students through identic years, 
All colorless, unmoved, too dull for tears, 
Too vitiate to feel, too bored to know; 


Thick dust has settled on each dimpled 
knee— 
Thought has condensed and clothed her 
decently. 
Nancy TELFAIR* 


*Epitor’s Note: In private life Nancy Tel- 
fair is Mrs. Louise Jones DuBose, presently 
Director of the University of South Carolina 
Press in Columbia. Mrs. DuBose’s poetry 
has been published widely in leading mag- 
azines and newspapers in this country and in 
England. She was at one time Director of 
the Federal Writers’ Project for the State 
of South Carolina, and has published a his- 
tory of Columbus, Georgia. “Venus in a 
Library” is reprinted here from her book 
of poems entitled Wind-Star, (Bostick & 
Thornley, 1944). 
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Alabama Librarians: 


|io do the best job for your library, 
|you need a copy of HUNTTING'S 1952 
STANDARD JUVENILE CATALOG 
nich includes over 6000 titles offered 
four styles of bindings with helpful 
commendations of book selecting organi 
| zations indicated. 
if you are not already on our mailing 
| list, send for your copy today. 


* % & 
Also, available on request: 
Huntting’s Catalog of New Juveniles 


An annotated list, issued each 
Spring and Fall 


Huntting’s Monthly List 
Includes, with comments, current 
Adult Fiction and Non-Fiction 


THE H. F. HUNTTING CO. 
29 Worthington Street 
Springfield 3, Massachusetts 








HOTEL 
TWICKENHAM 


Huntsville, Ala. 


Phone 670 


W elcome to 


Alabama Librarians 








Welcome Librarians 


WE ARE PROUD 
to be your 
HEADQUARTERS 


in Huntsville 


Russel Erskine Hotel 











Serving Librarians 
Satisfactorily 
Has Become A HABIT 
At Our Plant 


38 oe oR 


A HABIT 
We Shall Always Maintain 
RR 
“Bound to Stay Bound” 
BINDINGS 


Prebound Library 
Books Rebinding 


NEW METHOD 
BOOK BINDERY 


Inc. 
Jacksonville, Illinois 
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Compliments of 


WORLD BOOK ENCYCLOPEDIA 


See you in Huntsville! 


THOMAS K. HEARN 


902 Frank Nelson Bldg. 
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 











HOW? WHEN? WHERE? 





CLASS “A” LIBRARY BINDINGS 


CERTIFIED 
CERTIFIED LIBRARY BINDERY MEMBER 


LIBRARY I Biadity LIBRARY 


BINDERY BINDING INSTITUTE 


CRAFTMANSHIP OF YESTERDAY 
SKILL OF TODAY 
IMAGINATION — OF TOMORROW 
Our Customers Are Our Salesmen 


ART GUILD BINDERY, Inc. 


324 EAST NINTH STREET CINCINNATI 2, OHIO 











